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exactly with Kazwini's Taifand &&&, and the latter with
the Tahora of the Pentingerian Tables. I consider it almost
certain that the name must have been derived from the tribe
of Taks or Takkas, who were once the undisputed lords of the
Panjab, and who still exist as a numerous agricultural race in
the lower hills between the Jhelam and the Ravi.
The former importance of this race is perhaps best shown
by the fact that the old N&gari characters, which are still in
use throughout the whole country from Bamiyan to the banks
of the Jumna, are named Tdkari, most probaly because this
particular form was brought into use by the T&ks or T&kkas*
I have found these characters in common use under the same
name amongst the grain dealers to the west of the Indus, and
to the east of the Satlej, as well as amongst the BrShmans of
Kashmir and Kangra. It is used in the inscriptions, as well
as upon the coins of Kashmir and Kangra; it is seen on the
Sati monuments of Mandi, and in the inscriptions of Pinjor;
and lastly, the only copy of the 'Raja Tarangini' of Kashmir
was preserved in the Tdkari characters. I have obtained
copies of this alphabet from twenty-six different places between
Peshawar and Simla. In several of these places the Tdkari is
also called Munde and Lund& but the meaning of these terms
is unknown. The chief peculiarity of this alphabet is, that
the vowels are never attached to the consonants, but are
always written separately, with, of course, the single exception
of the inherent short a. It is remarkable also that in this
alphabet the initial letters of the cardinal numbers have almost
exactly the same forms as the nine unit figures in present use.
In the seventh century the kingdom of T&ki was divided
into three provinces, namely, T&ki in the north and west,
Shorkot in the east, and Mult&n in the south. The province
of T&ki comprised the plains of the Panjab, lying between the
Indus and the Bias, to the north of the Multsbi district, or the
whole of the Chaj Doab, together with the upper portions of the
three Doabs of Sindh-Sdgar, Richna, and Ban. The province
of Shorkot comprised the middle portions of these Doabs, and